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aF T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  
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DATE: March 11, 1985 

S e c u r i t y  S e r v i c e  Inc.  

DIOEST: 

1. C o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y  may p r o p e r l y  c h a r g e  
f o r  s o l i c i t a t i o n  documents  t o  c o v e r  costs 
o f  p r o v i d i n g  documents .  

2.  Pro te s t  is d i s m i s s e d  where t h e r e  is no 
e v i d e n c e  to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a g e n c y ' s  r e q u e s t  
f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  
o f  t h e  p r o t e s t e r  b e f o r e  i s s u i n g  so l i c i t a -  
t i o n  h a s  been  used  o r  is i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  
used  a s  a p r e q u a l i f i c a t i o n  to  e x c l u d e  
p r o t e s t e r  f rom c o m p e t i t i o n .  

S e c u r i t y  s e r v i c e  I n c .  ( S e c u r i t y )  p ro t e s t s  t h a t  
p r o s p e c t i v e  b i d d e r s  are r e q u i r e d  to  pay  for t h e  b i d  package  
f o r  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( I F B )  No. DABT39-85-B-0080, i s s u e d  
by t h e  DeQar tment  o f  t h e  Army,and to  i n c l u d e  w i t h  t h e i r  
r e q u e s t  € o r  a b i d  package  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  p r e v i o u s  and 
ongo ing  w o r k  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

W e  summar i ly  d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t  unde r  s e c t i o n  21.3(f) 
of o u r  Bid P r o t e s t  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  49 Fed. Reg. 4 9 , 4 1 7 ,  4 9 , 4 2 1  
( 1 9 8 4 )  ( t o  be c o d i f i e d  a t  4 C.F.R.  S 2 1 . 3 ( f ) ) ,  f o r  f a i l u r e  
to  s t a t e  a v a l i d  bas i s  for p r o t e s t .  

Our O f f i c e  h a s  h e l d  t h a t  a c o n t r a c t i n g  agency  may 
p r o p e r l y  charge for s o l i c i t a t i o n  documents  to  c o v e r  t h e  
costs of p r o v i d i n g  them. W.B. J o l l e y ,  8-209933, J u n e  6, 

Further, w h i l e  t h e  agency  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  

1983, 83-1 C.P.D. ?I 609. 

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t o r ,  there is  no 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  p r o c u r i n g  a c t i v i t y  h a s  used  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  
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or intends to use the information as a, prequalification to 
exclude Security from competition. 

General Counsel 




